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Synopsis

NATURE-STUDY is, despite all discussions and perversions, a study of nature; it consists of simple,
truthful observations that may, like beads on a string, finally be threaded upon the understanding
and thus held together as a logical and harmonious whole. Therefore, the object of the nature-study
teacher should be to cultivate in the children powers of accurate observation and to build up within
them, understanding.FIRST, but not most important, nature-study gives the child practical and
helpful knowledge. It makes him familiar with natureA¢a -4,¢s ways and forces, so that he is not so
helpless in the presence of natural misfortune and disasters.Nature-study cultivates the

childA¢a -4a,¢s imagination since there are so many wonderful and true stories that he may read
with his own eyes, which affect his imagination as much as does fairy lore; at the same time
nature-study cultivates in him a perception and a regard for what isA¢a -a true, and the power to
express it. All things seem possible in nature; yet this seeming is always guarded by the eager
quest of what is true. Perhaps, half the falsehood in the world is due to lack of power to detect the
truth and to express it. Nature-study aids both in discernment and expression of things as they
are.Nature-study cultivates in the child a love of the beautiful; it brings to him early a perception of
color, form and music. He sees whatever there is in his environment, whether it be the thunder-head
piled up in the western sky, or the golden flash of the oriole in the elm; whether it be the purple of
the shadows on the snow, or the azure glint on the wing of the little butterfly. Also, what there is of
sound, he hears; he reads the music score of the bird orchestra, separating each part and knowing
which bird sings it. And the patter of the rain, the gurgle of the brook, the sighing of the wind in the
pine, he notes and loves and becomes enriched thereby.But, more than all, nature-study gives the
child a sense of companionship with life out of doors and an abiding love of nature. Let this latter be
the teacherA¢a -4a,¢s criterion for judging his or her work. If nature-study as taught does not make
the child love nature and the out-of-doors, then it should cease. Let us not inflict permanent injury on
the child by turning him away from nature instead of toward it. However, if the love of nature is in the
teacherA¢a —4,¢s heart, there is no danger; such a teacher, no matter by what method, takes the
child gently by the hand and walks with him in paths that lead to the seeing and comprehending of
what he may find beneath his feet or above his head. And these paths whether they lead among the
lowliest plants, or whether to the stars, finally converge and bring the wanderer to that serene peace
and hopeful faith that is the sure inheritance of all those who realize fully that they are working units

of this wonderful universe.
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Customer Reviews

A genuine find about an important scientist from a century ago. While we may have more
sophisticated ways of sharing today, Anna Botsford Comstock paved the way for educators,
parents, and children to learn about the natural world during the 20th century and today. Included
with the science and history are lovely poems and her own beautifully rendered sketches. Truly

inspiring sourcebook for everyone.

Lovely book!

Critics of the Handbook must know first that this book, approaching 100 years in print 2011, is a
classic of nature education, and that the author, Anna Botsford Comstock is considered by many to
be the "Grandmother of Nature Education” Though the names Liberty Hyde Bailey and John
Spencer, to whom she dedicated this book, may not mean much to audiences today, we have them
and Anna to thank for what is now a growing international movement to get kids and their parents
and their teachers outdoors. Reading the foreward by Verne Rockcastle alone should remind us

that we hold not just a "nature book" in our hands but a historical work of science, education and



natural history. Yes, the pictures are in black and white and the lessons are dated and regional
(New England/Upstate NY)but consider the historical significance and the lifework of this
remarkable woman, who is all but forgotten today - well - by most. Those of us who admire her go

off and get our PhD’s on the many aspects of her life, philosophy and accomplishments.

Such a great tool with clear suggestions on how to use it. | love it.

| bought this book today, sorry, not from , but from the zoo! | love this book! It is a great reference
for teachers and children, or just anyone wanting to learn more about the nature near home. This
book allows all to explore the beauty of nature in their own area, to adventure into a vast land of
hidden beauty without going on a exotic safari. This book encourages learning and is a great

resourse. It's a wonderful addition to anyone’s library!!

Comprehensive and complete.

This is a very handy book to use for reference during our nature study / journaling. It is not a fun

read, but is very handy and informative as a reference guide.

Amazing book! Just what | was looking for. Some of the material is a little dated but it is still a good
resource. We use it in a homeschool setting and it has sparked a passion in my son for nature that

nothing else has been able to do.
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